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GUILDFORD MEADOW — REMOVAL OF OAK TREE 

805. Hon ED DERMER to the minister representing the Minister for Planning: 

I refer to the removal of a historic oak tree in Guildford Meadow last week. 

(1) On what grounds was this tree removed? 

(2) Who authorised the removal? 

(3) Has a formal risk assessment been undertaken to determine the need to remove the tree? 

(4) At what level was the local community consulted about the removal of this tree? 

(5) What are the plans for the other historic oak trees in the area? 

Hon PETER COLLIER replied: 

I thank the member for some notice of the question, which I answer on behalf of the Minister for Child 
Protection. 

(1) The decision to remove oak trees from an area in Whiteman Park known as Guildford Meadow was 
based on expert advice from the Murdoch University Veterinary School that oaks are toxic to the area’s 
livestock. Whiteman Park maintains a herd of some 120 cows to reduce flash fuels in parts of the park 
that had been previously cleared for agriculture. This is done as a fire precaution measure. The advice 
was sought by Whiteman Park management following recent deaths in the herd. 

(2) Removal was authorised by park management. 

(3) The trees pose no risk as such to persons or property, the risk assessment was based on the expert 
advice that the oaks were the likely cause of the poisoning and that deaths could be expected in the 
future if action was not taken.  

(4) As the area is subject to park management, the community at large is not required to be formally 
consulted on operational matters. Park management did, however, investigate whether the trees were 
listed on any significant tree register or had heritage listing. No records could be found about the trees 
or that identified them as having any cultural or historical significance. 

(5) The remaining two trees will be retained and cared for and investigations for alternative arrangements 
for the cattle made. Park management will actively seek a workable solution that meets best practice in 
the park’s operation, the ultimate safety of park visitors and the desires of the wider community. 

 


